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The Future of Data: Strengthening Systems for Sustainable Financing
“We recognize that high-quality and disaggregated data and statistics enable evidence-based policy decisions and enhance accountability and transparency, fostering public trust and international cooperation.”
Compromiso de Sevilla
How do we make decisions? How do we structure all the information available and feed it into decision making? Data and statistics are an important tool to understand the economy. From identifying cost savings to creating a clearer picture of investment opportunities to attract fresh capital and lower the risk premium. As technology and AI continue to advance, data and statistics must be prepared to serve as the foundation for the next generation of policymaking tools.
Yet, in many countries, published data and statistics are incomplete, eroding trust and utility to provide an accurate picture. Historically, there has been a focus on monitoring, but less on building sustainable national systems to inform decisions and enhance accountability and transparency.
How can we change this? The Compromiso de Sevilla includes clear commitments on strengthening national statistical systems. This Sevilla Platform for Action (SPA) on FfD and the Future of Data1 provides policy makers in finance, development and planning ministries, national banks, investment arms and other stakeholders with a clear set of actionable recommendations by those who have succeeded in bringing about change.  
Our recommendations come with real world success stories and tested strategies for closing the data gap and provide inspiration and motivation to peer countries looking to take the next step. We’ve drawn on expertise from government, multilaterals, civil society and academia. These perspectives stand ready to support governments in strengthening their data ecosystem.
The Challenge
Every country produces data and statistics. However, governments lack capacities to fully benefit from their data, or to ensure completeness, accuracy and timeliness, which may reduce public trust in data and decision making. Key population data, economic indicators and social statistics don’t provide decision makers with the necessary insight to shape decisions that drive the economy. Whilst substantial investments in improving data availability for monitoring has occurred, a more systemic and coordinated approach is needed to strengthen core national data and statistical systems. The goal for every country must be to make informed decisions that give confidence to investors to drive development and deliver the sustainable development goals. 
Top Level RecommendationsEnabling policy relevant research in South Africa
The National Treasury Secure Data Facility shows how treating data collected for administrative purposes as a public good can transform policymaking. By enabling controlled, de‑identified access to linked tax microdata, the Facility has unlocked a growing body of policy‑relevant research that informs fiscal policy, productivity analysis, and firm dynamics in ways not possible through traditional statistics alone. Clear governance, documentation and access protocols have allowed sensitive data to be published responsibly, demonstrating that proactive data publication strengthens both evidence‑based decision‑making and trust rather than undermining them.


1. Consider data and statistics as a public good
All sectors of the economy require baseline information to make investment decisions. Data is a public good, and governments are best placed to provide this, ensuring professional independence and impartiality. Yet, much data remains siloed and unpublished. This is a lost opportunity for development. A strategic approach and a plan for publishing data according to user’s needs and with agreed standards and timelines is needed where this is not already in place. 

2. Improve national data and statistics system coordination
To properly inform decision making, statisticians and data experts need to work together across sectors to meet data needs. Where not already in place a national coordination mechanism/forum needs to be established, and roles and priorities jointly defined. Priorities should be based on user needs and defined in national strategies. A range of actors including governments, academia, civil society and private sector should be involved. Donors and partners should support national priorities and work to their comparative advantage avoiding donor competition, siloed approaches and unsustainable investments.

3.     Strengthen data governance and innovationNational Data Forum – Colombia
The first forum confirmed strong national demand for collaboration on data for sustainable development with practical, interactive sessions including on data literacy. It raised key challenges, including the need for stronger coordination across national and local institutions and for governance arrangements aligned with the National Statistical Plan. A second forum will be held in 2026, focusing on data as an enabler of decision‑making, stronger national–local collaboration, and continued investment in interoperable, trustworthy data systems and institutional capacity.


Data users and producers need to be empowered to deliver. To collaborate, share and link data effectively and responsibly, legal frameworks, standards and technical solutions need to be agreed and aligned. Trusted data and quality metadata are key for validity of any analysis. Quality assessment and assurance also need to be systematized. This work will also be important to help ensure AI-readiness. 

4.       Invest in national data and statistics capacity
Data and statistical systems need investment to build capability, modernize infrastructure and deliver on mandates. National governments should invest in strengthening their own system to deliver future efficiencies. Donors and partners should work alongside the government to prioritize national system strengthening rather than parallel and extractive mechanisms. National development plans or data strategies can bring partners behind a coherent plan.
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[image: ] This SPA is co-led by Colombia, Norway and the UK. The development of recommendations has had wide involvement from national governments, academia, civil society and international organizations. 
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