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1. summary

Malawi has since 1994 made considerable progress with consolidating its democratic system, and political conflicts are in general solved by peaceful means and in accordance with the rule of law. Institutions essential to good governance and the protection of human rights have been speedily established and are being effectively implemented. Parliament is gradually asserting its authority, and the independence of the courts is assured. Preparations are underway for the decentralisation and transfer to local authorities of responsibility for the delivery of public services. Local government assemblies were elected for the very first time in November 2000.

Corruption is widespread. However, transparency and openness in relation to recent cases and active prosecution of those involved, together with more stringent control measures, are signs of a proactive approach on the part of Government in combating corruption. Human rights problems exist, not least due to the prevalence of poverty and the lack of resources. Relations between ethnic and religions groups are generally good, but some regional conflicts occur, particularly between the North and the rest of the country. 

Malawi is one of the world’s poorest countries in material terms, and income distribution is unequal. The country faces a number of serious development challenges, among them limited natural resources, a landlocked geography, a low level of education, poor social indicators, high incidence of HIV, environmental degradation, and heavy reliance on tobacco exports. So far Government performance in creating conditions for sustainable growth and human development, as well as improving public sector capacity and performance, has been sporadic. 

The Government has invited donors to participate in drawing up a full Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP), and this broad approach will hopefully result in the finalisation of a national strategy during the second half of 2001. In December 2000, the country benefited from debt service relief under the Enhanced HIPC
 Initiative. It is expected that this initiative will reduce Malawi's debt servicing by from two thirds to half its current level. However, it remains to be seen whether the remaining level of debt repayment is sustainable.  

In the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on development cooperation between Malawi and Norway signed in April 2001, Norway committed itself to supporting Malawi's endeavours to reduce poverty levels. In accordance with agreed priorities, Norwegian development cooperation is to focus on good governance, health, HIV/Aids prevention,  and macro-economic reform. 
2. 
The challenge 

The Political Situation

Malawi held its second multi-party elections in 1999. The elections were adjudged to have been  free and essentially fair. Constitutional power is shared between the popularly elected President and the 193-member National Assembly. President Bakili Muluzi leads the United Democratic Front (UDF) which only narrowly falls short of having a majority in the House. However, the UDF government has been able to rely on support from a government-friendly fraction of the opposition Malawi Congress Party (MCP). A split within MCP, coupled with the exclusion of a faction within the ruling party, may lead to a parliamentary realignment. The smaller Alliance for Democracy (AFORD) still dominates the Northern region and is in strong opposition to Government.
There is no legislation restricting the participation of women or minorities in the political process. However, very few women are prominent in the government party. There are 17 women in the National Assembly, while only two are full cabinet ministers. Women have limited access to legal aid and financial assistance, and wives are often victims of discriminatory inheritance practices. The Law Commission is reviewing relevant legislation with the aim of proposing amendments in order to bring legislation into alignment with new constitutional standards.

In 1998, Parliament adopted a Local Government Act containing provisions for the delivery of public services and for several functions which are to be transferred to democratically elected district assemblies. The first district assemblies were elected in November  2000. The voter turnout was extremely low, only 14 percent of eligible voters casting their votes. The high abstention rate was mainly due to low-key campaigning and inadequate voter-education programmes. Close to a thousand Councillors will serve in the 39 new local government assemblies.

Since the 1999 elections, Parliament has become more vocal in encouraging greater accountability on the part of the Executive. In October 2000, the multi-party Public Accounts Committee reported corruption within the Ministry of Education and put unprecedented pressure on Government to act. In November 2000, the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) prepared a report on the basis of which President Muluzi dismissed three cabinet ministers alleged to have been implicated. The ACB is also working on other high profile cases, but necessary follow-up is tardy due to limited capacity in the courts. Government is making progress with procurement reform as well as with finance and audit function reforms. 

Malawi has established an Ombudsman's office, a Law Commission, and a Human Rights Commission. The Constitution also provides for a National Compensation Tribunal for  adjudicating claims against the former government involving criminal and civil liabilities. 

Freedom of the press, secured through the Communications Act, is enjoyed to an appreciable extent. However, both Malawi Television and Malawi Broadcasting Corporation are government-owned and generally reflect government policy. A few licences have been awarded to independent radio stations whose main aim is the transmission of music and programmes of a religious and non-political nature. 

Economic Situation

Despite periods of growth, Malawi has been unable to resolve many of the economic imbalances which emerged in the 1980s. Thus it has been difficult to achieve sustained growth in real output. The period has been characterised by recurrent fiscal deficits of a serious nature, as well as by devaluation of the Malawi kwacha. The economy is largely based on agriculture,  tobacco representing the primary export. The outlook for increased export earnings is relatively modest due to uncertainties in the production and marketing of tobacco. Other Malawian export industries are minor and face competition from other countries in the region. Malawi finds itself in a rather unstable macro-economic situation resulting in inflation and very high interest rates which appear to be discouraging potential investors. Thus, the inflow of private capital to Malawi in the form of direct investments is presently scant, and  likely to remain so in the immediate future. 

Progress in implementing Malawi's development strategy has been inconsistent due to macro-economic mismanagement, vulnerability to exogenous shocks affecting agriculture, growing population pressures, the high prevalence of HIV/AIDS, and deficient institutional capacity. Liberalisation is under way in several sectors (such as transport and telecommunications), but progress is sluggish, due in part to the lack of private capital.

Malawi has not been able to take advantage of the liberalisation of regional trade, and the trade balance with its neighbours has generally followed a negative trend. Some key factors such as poverty reduction and growth stimulation have, however, been identified. These include export diversification; control of the HIV/Aids pandemic; reduction of infrastructural constraints; and the promotion of mining and tourism. In the long-term, only vigorous and concerted efforts to improve the educational level of the population will promote sustainable development and facilitate the reduction of poverty.

Government enjoys donor support in the preparation and implementation of a Medium Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF). There has been a substantial increase in allocations to key social sectors such as education and health, but such funding is still spread thinly over too many activities, with resultant continuing pressure to overspend. Since early 2000, the Government of Malawi has pursued a Ten-Point Economic Plan which includes measures for establishing funding priorities; restricting spending of government departments to predefined monthly limits; tightening controls on parastatal and government borrowing; improving fiscal transparency; and recovering the costs of certain government services. Such measures are designed to meet spending priorities while maintaining fiscal discipline, and are now being implemented. Although Malawi has recently met the requirements for achieving the HIPC Decision Point, the World Bank emphasises the importance of devoting resources released through debt alleviation to poverty reduction, and to do so in a transparent and efficient manner. 

Social Development

The Government of Malawi has adopted a fourth National Health Plan for the period 1999 – 2004, and the Ministry of Health and Population is currently working on a Joint Implementation Plan. The Government has embarked on a process intended to lead to a sector-wide health programme, and a number of practical measures towards its achievement are being  Government adopted the Sector-Wide Approach (SWAP) at the Consultative Group meeting in May 2000 (CG 2000).

The social indicators are precarious (see Annex 2). Because Malawi has only a single growing season and is vulnerable to drought and floods, there is widespread food insecurity and consequent malnutrition (30% in children under 5). A combination of inadequate health services and water and sanitation facilities contribute towards an infant mortality rate of 103 (out of 1000 live births) and a life expectancy at birth of 42 years. There has, however, been considerable progress in reducing infant- and child mortality over the past ten years. The under-five mortality rate is still high at 189, due mostly to malnutrition, anaemia, malaria, pneumonia and diarrhoea. 

Malawi's overall human resources capacitation is weak. Illiteracy remains high, only 74 % of men and 44% of women being literate. Free primary education was introduced in 1994, thus increasing enrolment from 1,9 million to 2,9 million. However, the number of schools and the availability of teaching materials and trained teachers has not kept pace. As a result, quality has deteriorated sharply. Approximately 30-40% of teachers are HIV-infected. 

Women in Malawi face serious constraints in achieving equality. They suffer from discriminatory laws and practices, a heavy workload, restrictive attitudes, domestic violence, and a scarcity of economic opportunities. Malawi has a National Gender Policy Framework specifically covering prioritised gender issues.

Official figures indicate that approximately 10% of the country's total population is HIV- infected. In the age group 15-49, the official figure exceeds 16%. In urban areas and among professionals the figure is estimated to be twice as high. High mobility, large income differentials, and the subordinate position of women, have compounded the problem. While urban areas are the most seriously affected, even rural areas have a high degree of infection. Five out of every six youths infected are females, and a large number of infants are born HIV-infected. 

The HIV/Aids pandemic has potentially devastating effects. Human resources in both private and public sectors are affected, e.g. in the health and education sectors estimates indicate that up to 50 percent of those employed in 1996 will die of Aids before 2005. In addition, there has been a dramatic increase in the incidence of tuberculosis as a result of HIV-infection. Ten years ago annual newly reported cases stood at 5000, whereas in 2000 these had risen to approximately  25 000.

Decentralisation and Public Sector Management

Government has designated decentralisation as one of its principal objectives. It abolished existing local government authorities in 1995 in order to prepare for a decentralised local government structure. A comprehensive review of decentralisation initiatives culminated in a National Decentralisation policy that was approved by Cabinet in October 1998. The policy provided the basis for the Local Government Act which came into force in April 1999, and the new district assemblies were elected in November 2000. The policy seeks to eliminate dual administration by establishing a single unified structure at the district level. The decentralisation process in Malawi has a unique characteristic, namely that it is decentralising sector by sector rather than district by district. 

There is an ongoing review of the processes and structures of governance so as to redefine the role of government and the relations between government and civil society as well as between central and regional and local government, in order to streamline their functions. There is a Cabinet Committee on Public Sector Reform, and a full-time advisory group has been established to coordinate, monitor and secure coherence of government policies. 

The Regional Situation

Malawi is the region's poorest country and was relatively isolated prior to 1994. Therefore regionalisation of labour markets, infrastructure and trade, is a necessary precondition to long-term growth. The lack of qualified professional staff inhibits Malawi’s regional participation in certain spheres. Malawi plays host to SADC's Secretariat for Inland Fisheries, Forestry and Wildlife. Malawi is also the SADC focal point for biodiversity, with a mandate to follow up on the Convention on Biodiversity.

With its limited internal economy, Malawi is dependent on regional markets if it is to strengthen its manufacturing base. Recently, however, there have been problems in implementing the trade agreement with South Africa which facilitates growth in Malawi’s textile industry. The free trade agreement with Zimbabwe allows duty-free import of  Zimbabwean goods, and these are increasingly entering the country while Malawi itself seems incapable of exploiting the treaty in relation to its own exports. 

3. 
PARTNERS IN COOPERATION

Government

Government's commitment to poverty reduction was first formulated in the Poverty Alleviation Programme of 1994. Commencing in 1996, Government has carried out nation-wide civil society consultations in order to reach consensus on national goals in relation to a wide range of sectors encompassing governance; sustainable economic growth and development; culture; food security; social services; and the management of natural resources. This resulted in the Vision 2020 document which was completed in March 1998. Building on the above-mentioned documents, a Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) is expected to be completed in 2002.

The public sector in general suffers from inadequate planning and implementational capacity. This includes lack of follow-up on a large number of cases identified as problematic by the Auditor General. This may be due to weaknesses in both the responsible public entities and/or the judicial system. The President has, however, fired ministers as a response to charges of corruption and fraud.

Redefining the role of the state constitutes an essential aspect of laying the foundation for improved quality in the public sector. The Government has defined its role as that of formulating policies and guidelines, establishing rules, and facilitating the participation of other actors. Decentralisation of political authority is a long-term goal, and traditional authorities as well as NGOs are seen as crucial to the country's development. 

The Government is committed to reform and poverty reduction, and is an important partner in development. However, the reform process is inevitably slow. Cooperation with the Malawi Government must be adapted to its capacity to implement plans, and commensurate with its efficiency in utilising available resources. 

Donors 

Malawi is highly dependent on international development cooperation, which represents roughly 10% of GDP and covers 40% of government expenditures. The main official bilateral donors are the United Kingdom, Japan, the U.S.A. and Denmark. Fresh donors have become involved since 1994. The major UN agencies, the EU, IMF and the World Bank are other important donors. 

Aid coordination measures have been established with regards to both political dialogue with the Government, and progress in selected areas. 

Norwegian development cooperation with Malawi will include the administration of Swedish funds, the objective being to increase aid-effectiveness and to reduce the administrative burden on the Malawi Government. Malawi has commended this approach which can serve as a model for other donor relations.

Civil Society

During the brief history of organisational freedom, various non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have sprung up. Most of these are associated with the Catholic Church, some being formed as opposition groups against the former dictatorship. New NGOs have come into being in response to the Government’s call for broad participation in the development process, and also dictated by donors' need for conduits. Some of these have attained a high level of professionalism, competence and capacity. However, they are often inadequately rooted in the local community. 

Due to limited government capacity and the redefinition of its  role, NGOs will continue to be important service providers. This role is largely supply-driven but important for long-term capacity building. In addition to providing direct support, this is necessary if other civil society organisations are to increase their role as genuine vehicles for change and democratic influence. 

The Private Sector

In rural Malawi, making a livelihood is precarious and employment opportunities are scarce. There can be no poverty reduction without economic growth. Potential agents for promoting economic development can be classified at three levels: 

· Large-scale private sector and investment groups; 

· Medium-scale enterprises (including large farms, and medium-scale trading companies and industries – often under foreign ownership);

· Small-scale producers in agriculture, trade, and processing- and informal-sector industries.  

Organisations promoting small-scale economic development, including credit institutions, has an important role to play. 

Malawi’s re-entry to the international community involves privatisation of most state-held companies, liberalisation of currency exchange regulations, and reduction of customs tariffs in accordance with regional trade treaties. Some of the existing industries have received temporary exemptions, but the Malawi private sector is already confronted with increasing competition. 

Strengthening of the general development framework is important to progress in the private sector, as is also enhanced competitiveness. Institutions like the Chamber of Commerce, the Ministry of Industries and Commerce, the National Electricity Council, and mechanisms such as joint ventures, are also significant. 

4. 
current and Future Norwegian programme 

Malawi became a priority country for Norwegian development cooperation in 1997. Previously, limited Norwegian assistance to Malawi had been channelled through SADC and multilateral and non-governmental organisations. The objective of Norwegian involvement was to support Malawi's own endeavours towards achieving sustainable economic, social and political development, as expressed in the Malawi Poverty Alleviation Programme. It was agreed to concentrate Norwegian cooperation in the sectors of health, including HIV/Aids, education, agriculture, and good governance. In addition, a large proportion of Norwegian assistance was in the form of budget support for reducing domestic debt.

It is important that the Norwegian cooperation is flexible while at the same time increasing administrative capacity for project/programme follow-up. Support to the main sectors should consist of government-to-government cooperation, as well as cooperation with civil society and the private sector. 

To an even greater degree than its neighbours, Malawi is dependent upon regional integration and regional conditions facilitating growth. Wherever possible, Norway should attempt to create synergies between bilateral and regional assistance, facilitate Malawi's further integration with SADC, and promote relations with neighbouring countries, as well as assist Malawi in negotiating treaties on transport and trade. 

Concentration on Main Sectors of Cooperation

It is an important objective of Norwegian development cooperation to move from the project level to supporting sectoral programmes. The identification of main areas of cooperation implies a commitment to long-term involvement in such areas. In addition to participating in sector policy dialogue and technical and financial assistance, institutional cooperation in respect of both government and non-governmental partners, may be included.

Norway considers that support to certain key areas may have a positive developmental effect provided financial assistance is combined with dialogue and intensive follow-up, so that aid flows can be adjusted commensurate with Malawian commitment and progress achieved in reform implementation. Engaging in each selected sector will require the commitment of substantial administrative and technical resources on the Norwegian side. A further reduction in the number of sectors and individual projects is intended to ensure adequate capacity as well as the quality of Norwegian involvement. 

Norwegian development cooperation with Malawi will take due account of the Malawi Government's development plans and priorities for Norwegian assistance, the need for concentration, the general guidelines for Norwegian development cooperation, the existing programme, and the involvement of other donors. In dialogue with Norway, Malawi has chosen the following areas of focus for the period 2001 – 2005: good governance, health, HIV/Aids, and macro-economic reform.

Partners in development

In areas such as health, education and good governance, part of Norwegian development assistance has hitherto been directed through UN-agencies such as United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Norway will continue to support the UN-system and in particular promote coordinating efforts undertaken by our multilateral partners at the country level. 

Norway has entered into an agreement with Sweden on coordinating the two countries' development cooperation with Malawi. Norway will represent both Norway and Sweden in the realm of development cooperation in Malawi within the four areas of priority. 

The objective 

Norwegian development cooperation with Malawi does not have a long history, and there is no extensive list of Norwegian companies or organisations actively engaged in Malawi. A few Norwegian actors are operative in Malawi, Norsk Hydro being the most prominent. There is increased interest among several other organisations for either investing in a permanent presence or in establishing a representative office in Malawi. Significantly, a majority of these are consultants and “development suppliers”. The areas receiving Norwegian support are highly relevant to private sector development. Improvements in the general development framework may encourage increased Norwegian private sector investment in Malawi. In this connection, special credit funds for development-related investments may be applied for. 
The Goal

In line with the general guidelines governing Norwegian development cooperation, the goal of the programme is to support Malawi's efforts to reduce poverty levels in the country.
Programme Objectives – Main Areas of Support 

The problem of poverty is complex and its solution demands comprehensive efforts on the part of Government and Malawi society as a whole. Norway will support Malawi's development efforts over the coming years, focusing on the following four programme objectives: 

1. Good Governance

Norway would like to intensify its dialogue with, and increase its support to, Malawi in the overall context of  the democratic development of the country. This includes human rights and the combating of corruption, which are objectives with high priority on the Government's  agenda.  UNDP's National Democracy Consolidation Programme, with the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Human Rights and Democracy as implementing government agency, could prove a natural starting point for co-funding among donors in the governance sector. Norway would support continued UNDP coordination in this domain. 

The Malawi Constitution is the guarantor of “good governance” and “democracy” for its peoples. In line with a policy of restructuring, Government recognises the need to facilitate the active participation of citizens, and encourages the involvement of the private sector as well as that of civil society organisations. However, government capacity to bring about poverty reduction and vouchsafe participatory processes is limited, and Norway will consult with the Government of Malawi on the focus and modality of our partnership. The devolution of authority and the establishment of local governance represent a major future challenge. Strengthening civil society is an important element in achieving broad popular participation in democratic processes based on the empowerment of the poor. 

2. HIV/Aids prevention 

The Government seems to be increasingly committed to combating the HIV/Aids pandemic. It has devised a National Strategic Framework for HIV/AIDS, formulated relevant signals, and drawn up strategies. Among these are incorporating the battle against HIV/Aids as a major component in all relevant sectors and specifying the particular responsibility of all actors in reducing the effects of the disease. Efforts to combat HIV/Aids have high priority with the Government of Malawi, and its plans are in line with Norwegian guidelines and priorities. 

Support for HIV/Aids programmes will i.a. contribute towards reinforcing the productive sector. The potentially devastating impact  of the pandemic on the economic development of Malawi means that support for the National Aids Control Programme (NACP), as well as preventive activities in sector programmes, are imperative. United Nations programme on HIV/Aids (UNAIDS), Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and NORAD are working together with the Malawi Government in securing coordinated and adequate support for NACP. It is important for NACP to acquire sustainable capacity for implementing the government's programme for HIV/Aids prevention. NORAD also supports the establishment of an NGO/CBO Grant Facility which aims at funding HIV/Aids-related grass-root initiatives in the country. Additionally, all Norwegian development assistance will have an HIV/Aids component.

3. Macro-economic reform

Economic development is the overarching objective of all sectors, and sector-specific development must take into account the effects on employment and private sector growth. Such growth can provide a platform for increased tax revenues, public contributions to health and education, expanding the area in which there are equal opportunities for all, as well as providing safety nets. Against this background, Norwegian support for improving the general macro-economic situation is important.

The World Bank has observed that despite Malawi's long-standing commitment to the implementation of structural reform, there has been little impact on macroeconomic reform and growth, and there has been no poverty reduction. This entails Malawi continuing to depend on balance-of-payments support. 

A successful poverty reduction policy will call for financial as well as technical support for economic planning, and for the promotion of private-sector growth. Thus Norwegian support of macro-economic development will be accompanied by assistance with capacity building in such areas. Furthermore, Norway will encourage close monitoring of the Malawi Government's implementation of its budgetary policies and poverty reduction strategy. This should be done within a framework in which donors coordinate their aid, and Malawi receives clear signals as to levels and sectors if the country is to improve the planning of public consumption. Thus, support for macro-economic stabilisation will be provided in conjunction with the United Kingdom, Denmark and Sweden. 

4. Health sector development

The Government has succeeded in encouraging donors to fund the emerging programmes in the social sectors. The interim PRSP and the strategy for development presented at the Consultative Group (CG) meeting in 2000 make it very clear that the Malawi government attaches great significance to assistance in these areas. 

At present, the Government is working together with donors and other stakeholders on devising a Joint Implementation Plan for National Health Priorities.  In this context, the implementation of an Essential Health Care Package, using a Sector-Wide Approach (SWAP) is being discussed. World Health Organisation (WHO) supports a consultancy under this modality in order to assist the Ministry of Health and Population and its partners in accelerating the pace of the SWAP process through the development of a common approach.  Lessons can be learnt from the National Tuberculosis Programme where, among others, Department for International Development (DfID) and NORAD are moving in the direction of basket funding. Both Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) and NORAD promote local ownership and SWAP, and strongly support a health-related SWAP in Malawi.  

Health is a complex sector, and major discussions are on-going within Government in terms of priorities and funding. Qualified personnel are the key to achieving proposed improvements in this sector. Shortage of qualified personnel at all levels calls for continued support for training institutions. Efforts to improve manpower-planning and management in the health sector are of equal significance. Such assistance, which should have a broad approach encompassing support for training, manpower-planning and management, was strongly recommended by Government at  the CG-meeting in 2000. NORAD intends to support human resources development (College of Medicine), communicable diseases programmes (Tuberculosis and Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation (GAVI)), water and sanitation projects, and primary health care programmes. 

Norwegian Support outside the main areas of involvement

Existing Norwegian commitments will be honoured. As a general rule, support outside the main areas will be discontinued after termination of the existing agreements. Exceptions may be considered in special cases, as described below.  

Norwegian support outside the principal sectors will not normally include major technical or institutional involvement. Channelling of funds through other agencies where these serve as lead agents responsible for technical follow-up, may apply in some cases. Justification for support outside the main sectors could be that Norway possesses specific competence of value to Malawi in the relevant area. Plans for assistance outside the main sectors are:

Regional integration:

Regional integration is essential to Malawi's development. Environmental support will continue in a regional context. Support for wetlands and bio-diversity will be implemented within the SADC context.

Culture:

Support for Malawian culture will be further developed. This cooperation will focus in particular on the promotion of literature and the protection of the national cultural heritage.

5. 
Programme Resources - ADMINISTRATION

The time frame of the present document is five years. Current guidelines shall be liable to revision whenever deemed necessary, e.g. in the light of political developments.

During the period of validity, the strategy will be followed up through regular consultations with Malawi. Norway will underline the primacy of Malawi's own objectives and strategies in its dealings with donors, at CG meetings and in other relevant arenas. The outcomes of the programme will be monitored in relation to the general development of the sectors receiving Norwegian assistance. Norway will carry out joint reviews and evaluations in cooperation with Government and other donors. 

Monitoring and reporting of results shall accord with parameters established for monitoring the PRSP process, selected on the basis of areas relevant to Norwegian support. However, until such parameters have been established, other suitable indicators shall be used. Relevant data will be sought from sources such as UNDP and other available instruments.
Annexes

Annex 1.
 Preparatory Process - Summary  

 
February 2000 
NORAD working group established. Study of documents 

prepared by Malawi, donors, and external institutions. Close contact with other donors in the process, particularly with Sida.


May  2000
Visit to Malawi which coincided with the CG meeting in 2000. Consultations with Malawi Government, NGOs, the private sector, and other donors. Preparation of an internal analysis document on development cooperation with Malawi.

           
  June – September 2000
Internal assessments, NORAD and Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

        
               October 2000
Technical consultations on future development cooperation between Malawi and Norway. 


                   5 April 2001
Final talks Malawi - Norway. Signing of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). 

                            May 2001
Approval by Norway of present guidelines. 

Annex 2. 
Malawi – Country Information
· Area: 118 484 km2
· Population: 10.8 million

· Capital: Lilongwe

· GNP per capita: approx. USD 180

· Percentage of population with access to safe drinking water: 47

· Life expectancy at birth (years): 42

· Percentage of women with HIV recorded at ante-natal clinics: 31

· HIV/AIDS, adult prevalence rate (% age 15-49, latest year available): 16

· Literacy rate (percentage of those aged 15 and above): 58 

· Infant mortality: 103 per 1000 live births

Source: 2000 World Development Indicators, Human Development Indicators, UNDP,


Malawi Health and Population Survey

Annex 3.
Total Development Cooperation between Malawi and Norway since MoU 1997

	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000 (NORAD only)

	NOK 32 169 000
	NOK  107 886 000
	NOK 96 932 000
	NOK approx. 58 000 000


� Joint World Bank (WB) and International Monetary Fund (IMF) debt initiative for Highly Indebted Poor Countries





